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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH .. . .
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Pastor Ray will be preaching on the scripture listed in bold on each Sunday.



KNOW YOUR MEMBER
SHARLA WILLIAMS

and his wife, Sylvia, live in Mesa, Force Base and hope the students

Arizona. Lance is employed by did as well! | really did enjoy

Southwest Airlines.
| graduated from Gibson High & lot more War Games over the

School in 1973. | then went to llli-years!

nois State University and majored | also had a part time position

in Elementary Education. | had alwhile | was working at Chanute. |
ways wanted to be a teacher. Mywas the site coordinator for Gover-

also teachers; respectfully, Edna and my program was shut doén
Carter, Barb Williams, and VirginidAir Force wide. Not long after
Williams. | graduated with a majoChanute closed for good.

in Elementary Education in 1976
from lllinois State University.

Mr. Charles Crowley led me to and ready to move home my dad
my first teaching position in 1976. suddenly passed away. | was dev-
| began teaching for the Ford astated That was February 26,
County Regional Office of Educa- 1987. My wonderful mom passed
| was born in Gibson Area Hospition in Paxton. As the program May 6, 2013.

tal March 18, 1955. Dr. Paul Sun-grew | also taught GED preparation ny next chapter of teaching
derland delivered me and Jean Arand English as a second languagqdRes me to where | am today. |
ends was his nurse. My parents ar@xton, Rantoul, Gibson City and gm employed by the Iroquois Spe-
Gene and Virginia Williams. | wagMansfield. I had many students ¢ja| Education Association in Gil-
extremely fortunate to have a lov-receive their GED certificates oveiman and I teach in Thawville. |

ing and caring family. My mom  the years. There were many who |gye it! | have served as a Trustee
was amazing and always put her ﬁhgse to f?rgheftthi'f education. ('jand a Deacon at our church.
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planned to live at home and get aVork. | am so very proud of my 5o "\vonderful program that
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wanted to live at home with my  Education, took me to Chanute A”auestions by the Elders. Jan Fran-

best friend, my mom. | had the beBbrce Base in Rantoul. | instructegd
mom ever. She was a beautiful men and women enlisted in all g's NobletCqu_)ertsont aﬁked me,h .
l ady, insi de an dranchedof servide.d mrkbdlw&h?eg}ilgdawithtab ns1ile on me facz '
have my thoughtful and caring  Air Force, Army, Marines, and bgca el knesw the an v)\//er to that
aunts: Barbara, Carolyn, and JearNavy enlistees. | taught reading, ( n eu,S ) AThe csh i ef
live close to me. math, and typing skills. This was lorify God and eniov Him for-

| also have cousins, Susie, Teri, training base and some needed ex" "1 ™~ o 1oy
and Rob in the area. | get to keeptra support in these areas. '
in touch easily with my relatives in My first day teaching at Chanute
Florida: Rance, Dart, and Kane was quite memorable. | was in my W ?W" 5
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grandparents, Howard and Edna the room was filled with service MR RAVER
Carter, Lloyd and Naomi Williams,men carrying weapons. They were | }*j m i |
and uncles Bob, Don, and Larry positioned at each window and _—a ! LA
and cousin, Gary, are with God. spread throughout the classroom. It

My mom taught remedial readingvas a day of War Games! (I was
and math in the Gibson City schod1ot informed of any of these types =2
My father was a partner with his Of activities.) The Base Com-
father and brothers in a general mander had been kidnapped in this - Tt
contracting business, L.R. Wiliam§ War Game. o |
and Sons, Inc. My brother, Lancewhile teaching at Chanute Air

working there, and, yes, there were

| was soon ready to move back to
Gibson City. The day | was packed

grandmother, aunt, and mom werenors State University. Years passed
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heart, Mary Joanne Jordan on Jurgporting events except football and
2, 1957. We had almost 54 won- basketball.

derful years together. We raised | had wonderful Gibson City peo-
three great children, Trudy Jo (Raple to work with me as we started a
Lantz), Timothy Jordan (Janice  Share Food Program, where you
Foster) and Sara Ruth (Ken Mus- could get fresh food at a very rea-
son). We have seven grandchil- sonaple price, until they shut down.

dren: Ramie, Ruthie, Noah, Jesse Shortly after our hospital opened

and Emma still live in the area. -
o my mother and several ladies met
Ben and Rachel live in Colorado. nd started fMea

Rachel has gone to school to be
optometrist like her great grandfa-
ther and is setting up shop in Den
ver. We have always enjoyed : : .
spending time with the grandchil- lbeir rllelglr:g m%/ rp/loemaa?dsl St":)dr?
dren. , also started the
Jo babysat all the grandkids untithe hospital which is still strong. |
they were in school. She also mansgrned a long, long time ago that

aged the Montgomery Ward Catayhen you help others it makes you
log store until they closed all their fee| good.

| was born Theodore Quentin  catalog stores. | lost Jo March 17 -
: . ' | was honored to be on the Gib-
Swanson Jr. in West Suburban H@p11 and | miss her everyday. son Area Hospital Board for 13

pital in Oak Park IL on September | grey yp in the Methodist years. The people of Gibson City
26, 1935 to two wonderful parentsgspireh and tell my Methodist have been very good to me with
Dr. T.Q. Swanson and Ruth May friengs | got promoted across the awards like: Lion of the Year in
Brown Swanson. Mymomtellsthe . - ks in the 5 6005 Citizen Bifthe YearaddSiin-
story of how proud they were o yyorked with me to become a menyeriand Society in 2017.

push me in the buggy and show Mg, of the Session and Reverend After | lost Jo. | started a travel

off. Dad graduated from lllinois  gnkel worked with Jo and | to be- : :
Optometry School in Chicago.  -ome Stephen Ministers. | was O’_E;roup of friends and family that had

When | was one we moved to Gib- ommittee of thrFe when we bui

a
son City, dados ace, w
he was the eye ﬁoctor for many th&ﬂallBV\}s p hal ters for four to eight weeks. It was

years. | am the first of five chil- | worked for my uncle Lawrence good for all of us. Now | enjoy go-
dren: two wonderful brothers, JohrpWanson as a well driller for sev- jng to Florida with sister Nan to
and Gus, and two great sisters Naﬁral years and sold Equitable Life yisjt and stay with sister Mary in
Potts and Mary Heffley. We al- lsurance during that time to sup- her new home.

ways took a family vacation over PlEment my income. After that |

: worked for 36 years at the Gibson
gm%tgﬂ@imk:;ﬁﬁ (;%éﬂand City Post Office working 60 hours
Grandma Brown had a trailer. a week with no overtime. | worke

Whatreamoendérfgl break from win-MY Way up to Acting Postmaster.
ter. In 1971 | had a friend play bas-

| lived at the Gibson Clty swim- ketball for the University of lllinois

. : and | wanted to watch him play. | smooth and may He fill
ming pool growing up and Workedcould not afford a ticket so | volun

the cl b d ted in- your heart with Hfs peace.
'?esrtut;ee(;.e ?(negps Igza??raf?hg Cg]nt_eered one weekend at the Assem§EBudsClp & Amen- "
cession stand. | followed in my bly Hall and the next week | was o ClOawm/ L
th% @Yrqﬂ. r Ic?l%o iW‘Bfl?"?q\a\S a f8 : A
ba eventu '

dadds footsteps
usher an ally was hea

Pool Board. : .
. . usher working with 30 plus superv
| graduated from Gibson City 5415 and over 300 plus ushers.

High School in 1954 and spent tW§ g4y ater | gave that job up so | |-

years in the Army as a medic,  coyq sit and watch the lllini loose.

eighteen months in France working,g\v have a group of 13 or so th

in a nursery and even delivered a | with security at the stadium

baby one night. the day before a football game. |
I married my high school sweet am in charge of parking for all
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and would load up the kids in the

THEODORE SWANSON JR.

&lprigda and Arizona several win-

Family and friends make life
wonderful!

May God go before you g

today and make the rough roads

‘car and deliver the meals. | remem-
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THANK YOUS

Attached to a pledge card was a note
from Beverly Swanstrom indicating
that she missed her friends and life in
Gibson City and especially at the First
Presbyterian Church. (We miss you
too!) She extended her wishes for a
blessed holiday and a happy and
healthy 2021.

To Members of the Church: Thank
you for your annual contribution to
Gibson Area Music Foundation. |
recently received a check from the
First Presbyterian Church for $500
that showed $210 was contributed by
members and $290 was given by the
church itself as part of the Giving
Sunday Offering.

Because the pandemic interfered
with our traditional December per-
f or mance bdssiahwen de
did not have a formal fundraising
campaign this year. However, the

Congratulations to Anneliese Ker- nard, Zander Weir and Payton Keantegular support from your congrega-
chenfaut! Anneliese Kerchenfaut What an awesome achievement andion is a testament to your love of mu-

was recently inducted into the Na- our church family is proud of her!

sic and support of worthy causes.

tional Honor Society at GCMS High Anneliese is the daughter of Rick anBrom the founding of the music foun-

School. She was one of four juniorsAizza Kerchenfaut.

inducted with the rest being seniors.
She is pictured here with Payton Leo
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go to
Park-
Congratulations to Emma Swanson land College after she graduates.
who was inducted into the National Emma is the daughter of Tim and
Honor Society at GCMS High Janice Swanson.
School. She is a senior and plans to

dation by Dr. Paul Sunderland to the
service and continuing support of
founding board member Val Hunt, we
salute the members of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Gibson City.

As | said when speaking to the con-
gregation, we continue to move for-
ward with multiple scholarship offer-
ings and additional opportunities to
present music, either by our organiza-
tion or in support of others.

Thank you again for your local sup-

port, and weoll be

next year!

Sincerely, Jean Noellsch, Treasurer

Kemmerer Village: On behalf of the
children and staff of Kemmerer Vil-
lage, we would like to express our
sincere appreciation for your recent
gift of $100 on November 30, 2020.
We continue to be grateful for your
interest and support of our commu-
nity.

Sincerely, Autumn Warren, Direc-
tor of Development and Fundraising.
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performing

Charlie and
Cheryl Schultz

get First Prize
in the
Presbyterian
Christmas
contest!!

It took several
days to get it
all up and
Charlie
commented
on the things
you do when
you have
grandchild-
ren.

Their little
grandson
Sebastian
really liked
how it

turned out.

Well done

Mission Committee: We are happy
to announce that Session has ap-
proved the withdrawal of funds on

a yearly basis from the Farlin in-
vestment account for the next five
years to increase spending towards
local missions. Therefore, the crea-
tion of a Mission Committee was
approved at the December 17th
Session meeting. Mary Clow and
Charlie Schultz have volunteered to
lead the committee and will work in
partnership with Session and will
seek suggestions from church mem-
bers. Any member of the church
interested in joining the Mission
Commission should contact Mary.
Please watch for future correspon-
dence outlining the vision, esti-
mated budget, and procedures that
will be used to award support to
specific missions. A survey will

also be sent out to church members
asking for suggestions and the com-
mittee will be working with various
organizations so as to gain knowl-
edge as to where the greatest needs
are in the community. We ask that
you pray for all involved as we em-
bark on this new project.

Schultz6bs.

Christmas

2020



