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! ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ t/ 

ό¦{!ύ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀũΣ ƳƛŘ 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ t/ ό¦{!ύ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƴƎƛŜ !ƴŘǊƛπ

ƻǘΣ tƘ5 ŀƴŘ {ǳǎŀƴ .ŀǊƴŜǧΣ 

tƘ5 ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ wŜπ

ǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΥ 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ммл 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ tŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΩ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
IŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ но҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΩǎ мфΣнпо Ƴƛƴƛǎπ
ǘŜǊǎ όпΣрлтύ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ  нп҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘπ
Ŝƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪπ
ƛƴƎΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊπ
ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎƛπ
ǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘƻƭŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƻǿ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎΦ 
 
ум҈ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎΦ  ό! ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻǊπ
ŘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƴǳƳπ
ōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦύ   ό! ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƛǎ 
ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦύ  
ол҈ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭȅ ǊŜǝǊŜŘΦ  
мл҈ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΦ 
 
фн҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ уу҈ ƻŦ t/ ό¦{!ύ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
см҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƳŀƭŜǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ су҈ ƻŦ t/ ό¦{!ύ 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
уу҈ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƻƴƭȅΦ 
р҈ ŀǊŜ LƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ 
м҈ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎΦ 
о҈ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΦ 
от҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ср 
ƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ рт҈ ƻŦ t/ 
ό¦{!ύ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
 
hǾŜǊŀƭƭ t/ ό¦{!ύ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ CŀŎǘǎ 
hǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
срΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ t/ 
ό¦{!ύ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ нлΩǎΦ  
²ƻƳŜƴ ƻǳǘƴǳƳōŜǊ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ср 
ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ 
 
tƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ LǎǎǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ 
со҈ ŀǊŜ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎΦ 
мм҈ ŀǊŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎΦ 
мн҈ ŀǊŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΦ 
мм҈ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǉƻπ
ƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ 
 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ун҈ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ  
ф҈ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜκс҈ ŀǊŜ Řƛπ
ǾƻǊŎŜŘκн҈ ŀǊŜ ǿƛŘƻǿŜŘκм҈ 
ŀǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ 
мт҈ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ му ŀǘ 
ƘƻƳŜΦ 
мр҈ ƻŦ ǎǇƻǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ t/ ό¦{!ύ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
²ƘƛƭŜ фл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ Ƴƛƴƛǎπ

ǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ су҈ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Φ 

As I was thinking about what to write on for this monthôs Pastorôs Corner,  
this article magically appeared by email.  It is a short and concise argument for 
why we Presbyterians support those who get vaccinated, and those who urge others 
to do so. Please take time to read and think about what our Stated Clerk has to say 
about this very timely subject. 
 
ñThe theological commitments of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) compel us  
to support vaccination against COVID-19 for all people except those who are una-
ble to receive the vaccines due either to age or medical condition.  Because we be-
lieve in the God who urged the people of God to ñseek the good of the 
cityò (Jeremiah 29:7) where they were located, a city that was not even their native 
home, we urge all people to be vaccinated.  Because we are followers of the Jesus 
Christ who requires us ñto love the Lord your God ... and your neighbor as your-
selfò (Luke 10:27), we urge all people to get vaccinated.  Because we confess, as a 
matter of our religious belief, that ñthe members of the church are emissaries of 
peace and seek the good of all in cooperation with powers and authorities in poli-
tics, culture, and economicsò (Confession of 1967), we urge all to seek the good of 
all, to love their neighbor and get vaccinated. 
 
The need for vaccination has been clear for months. It is utterly compelling now.  
The variants of the coronavirus are harming thousands, infecting us at rates our 
medical system is straining to handle. Those who are infected by the variants of 
COVID-19 are overwhelmingly people who have not been fully vaccinated ð  
more than 90% of those now becoming infected.  
 
Getting vaccinated is also fulfilling the command to love our neighbors. Those who 
refuse to be vaccinated are prolonging the pandemic and spreading the coronavirus 
and its variants to people who cannot receive the vaccine, including children and 
people with compromised immune systems, and carrying it to people who have 
been fully vaccinated, causing ñbreakthrough infections.ò As hospitals fill with 
those fighting COVID-19, there is less room and less time for those facing other 
serious health conditions. 
 
Let us be clear. Scripture and our confession of faith lead us to call on all people  
to be vaccinated the vaccines due either to age or medical condition. Our faith, our 
religious convictions, leave us understanding of Christian faith; we stand with other 
Christians as we urge getting vaccinated.ò 
 
Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
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K. P. Duty 

Oct: Janice Swanson 

Nov: Sharla Williams 

 

Second Sunday Offering 

Oct 10: Gibson Area Music 
Foundation 

Nov 14: American Legion/
VFW  Christmas Baskets 

 

Ushers   

Oct: Trudy Lantz and Val 
Hunt 

Nov: Trudy Lantz and Jean 
Williams 

 

Communion Server 

Oct 3: Ron & Mary Clow 

Nov 21: Trudy Lantz and 
Charles schultz 

Communion Set-Up 

Oct: Ted Swanson  

Nov: Vonna Heustis      

        Flower Vases to CM 

Oct: Ted Swanson 

Nov: Vonna Heustis 

 

Pastor Ray will be preaching on the scripture listed in bold on each Sunday. 

October 2021 

    Sunday               Monday           Tuesday            Wednesday         Thursday              Friday             Saturday  

 

 

 

          

 

     

Please note: The previous weekôs 
sermon will broadcast at 7:45 a.m. 
every Sunday morning on WGCY.  

Please note: Online Live Sunday 
Services will be available on our 
Facebook Page noted below: 

First Presbyterian Church of Gib-
son City 

https:/www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id-
142499619134911&ref=br_rs 

Meladeeôs working hours: 
Meladee will be in the church of-
fice from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.   

New Email Addresses: As part of 
the hardware and software up-
grade for our churchôs technology, 
there are email addresses as noted 
below: 

Pastor Ray: 
Ray@firstpresbygibson.org 

Meladee 

Office@firstpresbygibson.org. 

 

Our churchôs 150th Birthday Celebra-
tion will be held in the fellowship hall on 
Sunday, October 24.  Big plans, fun and 
food are on the menu! 

          October  

02: Phyllis Brickman 

08: Cheryl Schultz 

09: Aizza 
Kerchenfaut 

15: Barbara Williams 

22: Jeannette Hensley 

24: Michael Mott 

26: Harry Groom 

28:  Happy Birthday 
FPC of GCð1871        

 

          November 

01: Doris Gerber 

06: Carla Ashmore 

07: Beverly 
Swanstrom 

18: Ellie Stolz 

18: David Schmidt 

20: Vonna Heustis 

22: Brian Swanson 

23: Noah Swanson 

Cheers to the team that makes it happen every day here at the 

First Presbyterian Church.  One family with Christ. 

For men, Autumn is a time of harvest, of 
gathering together.  For nature, it is a time 
of sowing, of scattering abroad. 

 

  Edwin Way Teale 



KNOW YOUR MEMBERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIM & JANICE SWANSON 
& TH EIR DOG, MONTY! 

       

      TIMOTHY JORDAN           

SWANSON 
   I was born on April 28, 1961 to 
wonderful parents and two great 
people, Ted and Jo (Jordan) Swan-
son at the Gibson Hospital deliv-
ered by Dr. Paul Sunderland.  I 
have two sisters, Trudy Lantz and 
Sara Musson.  There were many 
days I wandered back and forth to 
the Gibson Grade School on Mel-
vin Street from South Wood.  
Around 3rd grade , my family and 
I moved to 424 North Church 
Street where I lived the remainder 
of my childhood and early adult-
hood.  Growing up, family was a 
part of my life and definitely con-
tinues that way now.  I started 
working at age 13, working at the 
city pool and delivering the Panta-
graph.  Many memories!  I have 
enjoyed several family reunions 
and vacations, dinners and games 
with aunts, uncles and cousins and 
especially The Lawrence Welk 
show with my Grandma Jordan.  I 
have been attending the First Pres-
byterian Church since 1961, being 

baptized as a baby and becoming a 
member around 12.  I remember 
being so nervous standing before 
Dr. Chandler.  Later on, I enjoyed 
several church Youth Go and 
Serve work trips as a student then 
as a helper/leader.  The fellowship 
and getting ready for these trips 
by collecting pop cans, dinners and 
papers was very rewarding, hum-
bling and great learning to inter-
act with people.  After graduating 
from Gibson High School in 1979, 
I took some classes at Parkland 
College while continuing my job at 
McDonaldôs working my way up 
to General Manager at the 
Rantoul store and I even hold a 
degree in Hamburgerology.  I also 
worked for the state plowing snow 
and Husted Jewelers, went to Eu-
rope with the Stolzs, moved to Ur-
bana attending many Bible studies 
with Sue Stolz and met some spe-
cial friends.   After some moved 
away, we continued to get together 
a few times a year.  It was during 
on of these outings that I met 
Janice and became friends.  At the 
age of 35 I married Janice (Foster) 
on August 24, 1996 in Bedford IN.  
We enjoyed many pool parties, 
ushering for Illinois sportôs events 
in Urbana before moving back to 
Gibson City in July of 1999.  Soon 
after, Noah Jordan was born in 
November 1999 followed by Jesse 
Bradford in May 2001.  Then a 
beautiful girl, Emma Louise was 
born in May 2003.  Life sure got 
busy being married and raising 
kids, working at Peopleôs Gas in 
Fisher, IL and vacationing out 
West, Florida and Michigan with 
family.  I am very grateful to my 
parents for installing a great work 
ethic, family values and a church 
family.  We miss mom every day.  
My hope is to retire by April 2, 
2022 and venture Route 66 and 
visit National parks with my beau-
tiful wife. 

JANICE DOROTHY 

SWANSON 
Janice Dorothy (Foster) Swanson 
came about on March 18, 1964 in 
Petoskey, Michigan, the youngest 
of 5 children to Bradford and 
Joyce (Wyma) Foster.  Life was 
grand in Northern Michigan en-
joying family vacations, visits with 
relatives, Sunday School (Disciples 

of Christ), Emmet County Fair, 
softball, swimming, sledding and 
friends.  After my freshman year 
in high school, my parents and I 
moved to Bedford, IN where I fin-
ished high school in 1992.  I at-
tended Ball State University for 
two years intending to be a nurse.  
Anatomy did me in.  However, this 
is where I became a follower of 
Christ while being active in the 
college ministry, Navigators.  To 
be closer to home and friends, I 
transferred to Indiana University 
and graduated in May 1986 with a 
Bachelorôs in Social Work.  Family 
vacations, extended family visits, 
church camp, friends and softball 
were still a big part of my life 
throughout school, college, and 
early adulthood.  I enjoyed work-
ing at a Sheltered Workshop for 
adults with disabilities in Bloom-
ington, IN for the next 10 years.  
Although, I had a break in the 
middle of this and worked in Big 
Rapids/Grand Rapids MI for 
about one year with adults with 
disabilities in group homes.  Fami-
ly, church, friends and softball 
were still a big part of my life.  
Godôs planning, this is where I met 
my friend, Sue Stolz, who eventu-
ally introduced me to the man of 
my life.  On August 24, 1996, God  
answered my prayer and I mar-
ried Timothy Jordan Swanson in 
Bedford, IN.  We lived in Urbana, 
IL where I went back to school 
and received my Masterôs in Social 
Work in 1998 and started working 
as a School Social Worker in Ru-
ral Champaign County Schools.  
We enjoyed our life in Urbana 
with church, family, friends and 
swimming in our pool.  After three 
years we decided to move closer to 
family in Gibson City with one on 
the way.  Noah Jordan blessed our 
family in November 1999 and soon 
after another blessing, Jesse Brad-
ford in May 2001.  A surprise, but 
all in Godôs plan, came two years 
later, Emma Louise.  We contin-
ued to be blessed with family, 
church, friends and three amazing 
children of God.  We canôt forget 
about Hope, our eight year old cat 
and Monty, the three year old 
Irish Doodle.  My plan is to enjoy 
working three more school years 
then on to retirement.   
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An Open House will be held on Sunday, October 24, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall from noon to 

4:00 p.m.  Church will be held at 9:00 a.m. so we have time to prepare for the 

event.   

The event will be catered by Drummer Creek Catering serving pulled pork and chicken sand-

wiches along with fruit and vegetable sides and Carmel Apples, Apple Cider, and Cupcakes.  

Staff from Drummer Creek Catering will be on site to assist. CDC Food Safety policies will be 

followed.   

A Scarecrow Contest will be held at the Community Garden with 5 prizes of $200 each and 5 

prizes of $100 each.  See Scarecrow Contest Rules.  The prizes will be awarded at our 150th 

Birthday Celebration. 

Giveaway items have been ordered with our Church Name and Logo to be handed out during 

this event.  They include Backpacks, Frisbees, Cloth Grocery Bags, Memo Pads, Bookmarks, 

Post It Notes and Bracelets.  Door Prizes will also be awarded to those who attend the event. 

A special 150th Birthday Celebration Booklet is being prepared sharing current history and 

past history and a Special Sign has been ordered. 

Special Invitations will be sent to all those who received Mission Dollars. Also, information 

will be sent to the other churches in town to share with their congregations and Ads will be 

placed in both newspapers and on the radio. 

WE HOPE ALL MEMBERS WILL ATTEND TO GREET THE PUBLIC AND ASSIST WITH 

THE EVENT!! 

If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact Mary Clow. 

                                    


